Fitzgerald High School
Science Laboratory Safety Contract

Fitzgerald High School believes that hands on laboratory experiments are an important part of a student’s science curriculum and that all students enrolled in a science class will have the opportunity to complete classroom laboratory investigations and data analysis in a safe environment.

It is the expectation of Fitzgerald High School administration and staff that all students understand the laboratory safety rules and abide by them at all times. Teachers of all science courses review these rules with students at the beginning of each course. It is the responsibility of the student to know the potential hazards of laboratory materials and/or equipment, as well as the proper techniques for using laboratory materials and equipment properly.

No student will be allowed to complete any laboratory experiment or investigation until this safety contract has been read completely and signed by both the student and a parent/guardian.
Student Information:

	Last Name:

	First Name:
	Grade:

	Science Course:

	Teacher:
	Date:

	Emergency Contact Name:


	Phone Number:


	Relation:



	Student Health Concerns:

In order to help your instructor avoid chemicals or household products you may come into contact with in a laboratory setting that you may be allergic to, please indicate any special health or medical concerns you have below.

[   ] Allergic to: ______________________________________________________________________

[   ] Other: __________________________________________________________________________
      _________________________________________________________________________________




Please read the entire safety contract and sign the statement on the back of this page.                       To ensure student safety, no student will be allowed to complete any laboratory experiment or investigation until this safety contract has been read completely and signed by both the student and a parent/guardian.
Student Agreement:
I, ____________________________ have read the safety rules for the science classroom and lab and agree to follow all of the safety rules set forth in this contract.  I realize that I must obey these rules to ensure my own safety, and that of my fellow students and instructors.  I will cooperate to the fullest extent with my instructor and fellow students to maintain a safe lab environment.  I will also closely follow the oral and written instructions provided by the instructor.  I understand that failure to wear goggles throughout the entire laboratory experiment will result in my immediate removal from the lab and a grade of  zero for the lab. I am aware that any violation of this safety contract that results in unsafe conduct in the laboratory may result in receiving a zero for the assignment, being removed from the laboratory, a loss of laboratory privileges for the remainder of the course, and/or discipline action from the office as outlined in the student code of conduct. 
Student Signature: ______________________________________

Date: _________________

Parent Agreement:

Dear Parent or Guardian:

We feel that you should be informed regarding the school's effort to create and maintain a safe science classroom/laboratory environment.  With the cooperation of the instructors, parents, and students, a safety instruction program can eliminate, prevent, and correct possible hazards.

Please be aware of the safety instructions your son/daughter will receive before engaging in any laboratory work.  Please read the safety rules listed in this safety contract.  Students will not be permitted to perform laboratory activities until this contract is signed by the student and parent or guardian and is on file with the teacher.

Your signature on this contract indicates that you have read the Student Safety contract, are aware of the measures taken to ensure the safety of your son/daughter in the science laboratory, will instruct your son/daughter to uphold his/her agreement to follow these rules and procedures in the laboratory, and are aware of the consequences should your son/daughter not follow the safety rules discussed in this packet. We ask for your help in emphasizing to your student the need for safe practices in a laboratory setting.

If you have any questions regarding the safety guidelines or the type of safety instruction that will be provided to your student, please feel free to contact your student’s science teacher at (586) 757-7070.

Signed (parent) ________________________________Date ___________

Fitzgerald High School

Science Laboratory Safety Contract

A.) Preparation For Lab Work
1.) Prepare for the experiment by reading all of the directions before you start the lab. Be sure you understand all directions. 

2.) Before you begin work, make sure that you know how to operate the equipment that will be used in the experiment. Ask questions before beginning the lab.

3.) Discuss the procedures with your lab partner or team. Assign specific tasks to individuals, especially if time is a factor in the procedure. 

4.) Perform only authorized and approved experiments.  Do not conduct any experiment when the teacher is out of the room.

B.) Dress Code: 
1.) To protect your eyes from possible injury, always wear safety goggles when working with heat, chemicals or glassware (except microscope work).  Wear glasses rather than contact lenses unless you have permission from the instructor.  Goggles will fit over glasses.  

2.) Tie back long hair and loose clothing and remove jewelry when you work at the lab station.  
3.) Roll up loose sleeves that might fall into chemicals or become caught on equipment. 
4.) Wear lab aprons if possible. 

5.) Do not wear open-toed shoes or sandals in the lab when using glassware or chemicals.  Never go barefoot. 
C.) Performing An Experiment:
1.) Keep your lab work area clear of any materials that are not needed for performing the experiment. Texts, notebooks, backpacks, sweaters and other materials should be stored away from the work area. 

2.) Push in stools when not in use and as you leave the lab area. 

3.) Handle all equipment as directed.  Note safety precautions in the instructions for your experiments. 

4.) Handle all sharp instruments with extreme care.  Remember that they are considered weapons if they go out of the room or are handled in an inappropriate manner. Always cut away from your body. Never try to catch falling sharp instruments.  

5.) Do not stir solutions with a thermometer; use a glass stirring rod.  If a thermometer breaks, inform your teacher at once, and your teacher will clean it up.  Do not touch the mercury from broken mercury thermometers. 

6.) Take extreme care not to spill materials in the lab.  Report all spills immediately, and follow your teacher's directions for cleaning them up.  Keep your lab area neat and clean.  

7.) Use tongs or a clamp to pick up hot containers.  Test the temperatures of equipment and containers that have been heated by placing the back of your hand near any object before picking it up.  If you can feel heat, the object might be too hot to handle. Do not place hot apparatus directly on lab desks.  Always place the hot item on insulating pads or wire gauze, until cool.

8.) Dispose of materials only as directed.  Do not pour chemicals or other solids into a sink or put specimens or their parts into the trash or sink. 

9.) Keep hands away from your face, eyes, mouth and body while using chemicals or preserved specimens.  Wash your hands before and after each experiment. 

10.) Never eat, drink, or chew gum in the lab.  Never eat or drink from lab equipment.
11.) Perform only those experiments authorized by your teacher. Never do an experiment that is

        not called for in the laboratory procedures or your instructor. 

12.) Do not work alone in the lab.  When entering the room, do not touch any equipment, chemicals or 
        other materials in the laboratory area until you are instructed to do so. 

13.) Experiments must be personally monitored at all times.  You will be assigned a laboratory station 
  at which to work.  Do not wander around the room, distract other students, or interfere with the 
  laboratory experiments of others. 

      14.) Turn off burners when not using them and before leaving the lab.  

      15.) Never heat a closed system and never use flammable material near open flames.

      16.) After you have completed your work, turn off all equipment and clean your work area.  

      17.) Return all equipment and materials to the place that you got them. Report any broken or missing 
        equipment. 

D.) First Aid or Emergencies:  
1.)  Report any accident to your teacher immediately, no matter how minor the accident might 

      seem.  Follow your teacher's recommendations for further treatment.

2.) Report all fires to your teacher at once, and leave the room after turning off electrical 

equipment.  Do not try to put out a fire by yourself.  If a person's clothing or hair is on fire, 

smother the fire with a fire blanket or use the water faucets. 

5.) Know the locations of the fire extinguisher, fire blanket, first aid kit, and other safety equipment. 

Learn how to use each item. 

6.) Know the shortest exit route from the lab, from the corridor, and from the building. 

7.) In case of a chemical spill on your skin or clothing, rinse the area with plenty of cold water.  If the eyes are affected, flush with running water for at least 20 minutes.  
8.) If a liquid splashes into your eye: Notify your instructor immediately! Immediately proceed to the eyewash station and rinse your eyes for at least three minutes. Any contact lenses must be removed and thrown away… they may not be replaced into the eye. Your teacher will instruct you how to correctly use the eyewash station.
9.) If a chemical splashes onto your skin/clothes: Notify your instructor immediately! Proceed to the sink or to the safety shower as appropriate for the situation. Your teacher will instruct you how to use the safety shower.
10.) If your clothing catches on fire: Notify your instructor immediately! Stop, Drop and Roll! 
      Running can feed the fire with more oxygen, and increase the intensity and size of the flames. 
      Each lab is equipped with a fire blanket that can be used to extinguish such fires.
11.) If you are cut by broken glass or a sharp implement: Notify your instructor immediately! You 
       will be escorted to the nurse for proper treatment.

E.) Handling Chemicals:
1.) Read the labels on chemical containers twice.  Many chemicals look alike.  Label all containers 

into which you put materials. (This is very important!!) 

      2.) Do not touch, taste, or smell chemicals unless directed to by your teacher.  Waft fumes toward 

     your nose by waving your hand over the mouth of the container if directed to smell a chemical. 

    *Waft means to fan the vapor toward your nose.  Do not place your nose close to the opening of the 
container.
      3.) To avoid the contamination of chemicals, take only what you need, and do not return unused 

     chemicals to the bottle.  Dispose of chemicals only as directed by your teacher. 

      4.) Always pour acid into water; never pour water into acid. Swirl to stir the solution. 

5.) Do not use your mouth to draw liquids into a pipette; use a pipette bulb or pipet pump. 

6.) Never point the open end of a heated test tube toward yourself or anyone else.

7.) Wear gloves when dispensing irritating chemicals.

8.) Use a fume hood when working with volatile or poisonous vapors.  Never place your head into the fume hood.

F.) Handling Glassware:
1.) Do not use cracked, chipped, scored, or badly scratched glassware. 

2.) Never handle broken glass with your bare hands.  Tell your teacher, and let your teacher clean up broken glass. 

3.) Allow plenty of time for hot glass to cool before touching it.  It shows no visible signs of its temperature, and can cause painful burns. 

4.) Learn the names of the equipment and glassware you use so there is no misunderstanding. 

5.) Always lubricate glassware (with glycerin) before inserting it into a stopper and use a gentle twisting motion. Never force glass tubing into a stopper. 

6.) Only heat glassware marked Kimex or Pyrex.

G.) Handling Living Organisms:
1.) Treat all microorganisms as if they were harmful.  Use antiseptic procedures, as directed by your teacher, when working with microbes.  Dispose of microbes as your teacher directs. 

2.) Treat living organisms carefully.  Do not cause pain, discomfort, or injury to an organism.  Follow your teacher's directions when handling animals.  Wash your hands thoroughly after handling animals or their cages. 

H.) Dissections:
1.) Place the dissection specimens in the pan.  Do not dissect a handheld specimen.     

           Treat specimens respectfully. 

      2.) Use dissection tools as directed.  Use the right tool for the job.

3.) Wash hands before and after dissecting and keep hands away from your face.

I.) Laboratory Behavior:
1.) There is absolutely no horseplay, running, skipping, jumping, or any other sudden movements in the 

      lab setting.

2.) Students must stay at their assigned laboratory table/location at all times unless instructed to move 

      away from their location to gather supplies. Students may not move to another location, work with an 

      unassigned lab partner, or socialize with other students during a laboratory experiment.

3.) Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times in the science room.

4.) Follow all written and verbal instructions carefully.  Ask your teacher questions if you do not 
      understand the instructions.

5.) Clean all work areas and equipment at the end of the experiment.  Return all equipment clean and in 
     working order to the proper storage area.

6.) Learn where the safety equipment is located and how to use it.  Know where the exits are located and 
     what to do in case of an emergency or fire drill.

7.) Students will be expected to pay a replacement cost for any equipment that they break or damage 
     beyond repair.  
If you sense an unsafe situation, stop working and notify your teacher.





If you are unsure how to use a piece of equipment properly and safely,


stop working and notify the teacher.





If you see anyone doing something in the lab which might put you in danger,


remove yourself to a place of greater safety and notify the teacher.
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