Fitzgerald High School- Mr. Kmiec


Biology 1-A Course Syllabus
½ Science credit per semester required for graduation

Course description

This course will examine many methods and answers to questions about your life and environment, and those of organisms around you. We will explore these topics through laboratory experiments, projects, and written exercises. The class curriculum is based of off district and statewide standards. 

The following topics will be covered during the first trimester: 

1. UNIT ZERO:  SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY AND LOGICAL REASONING 
2. UNIT ONE: COMPARATIVE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF LIVING THINGS 
3. UNIT TWO: HUMAN SYSTEMS
4. UNIT THREE: HOMEOSTASIS AND HEALTH
5. UNIT FOUR: MATTER AND ENERGY IN ECOSYSTEMS
6. UNIT FIVE: POPULATION ECOLOGY AND HUMAN IMPACTS ON ECOSYSTEMS
7. UNIT SIX: CELL STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION

8. UNIT SEVEN: CELL DIVISION AND CHROMOSOME MUTATIONS
Materials required:

1. Book is needed everyday

2. Pen/ pencil

3. Folder/ binder

Expectations for students

· Attend class daily

· Be on time for class

· Follow all district wide policies concerning appropriate dress, use of electronics, and behavior (see agenda for further explanation)

Grading system 

· 10% daily assignments

· 70% assessments (quizzes, tests. papers, projects)

· 20% final exam

Grading scale 

100+% A+

76-74% C
100-94% A

73-70% C-
93-90% A-

69-67%D+
89-87% B+

66-64% D
86-84% B

63-60 D-
83-80% B-

59- 0% F
79-77%C+

(please refer to your agenda for grade point averages)

Employability grade: 

In an effort to prepare the student for a real life working atmosphere I will also be grading the student based on their level to fulfill certain expectations that will be vital for workplace success. 

Positive points can be earned by the following: 

· Helping a student  (+1)

· Volunteering  (+1)

Negative points can be earned by the following: 

· Tardy to class  (-3) In addition, tardy students will pick up any papers left on the floor at the end of the hour.  
· Swearing/ sleeping/ interrupting the educational process/ not having supplies

Homework:  
1.      Homework assignments are due on the date specified by the teacher.
2.      Students are expected to utilize time management techniques in conjunction with the student agenda to create an individual plan for achieving academic success.
3.      Students should be aware of deadlines and work continuously to accomplish them in managing the homework demands of a high school student.
4.      Students should take advantage of the after school tutoring hours to further support them selves in managing the demands of high school.  
Late Homework:
1.      Daily assignments will be accepted one day late for a reduction in points by 50%.  After the one day grace period, homework assignments will be accepted from thaty current unit that we are in.
2.      Major classroom projects, determined by the teacher, will be accepted up to three day’s after the due date for one whole grade reduction for each day it is late.
Citizenship: 

	Outstanding
	Satisfactory
	Needs Improvement

	Fulfills and exceeds the criteria for outstanding citizenship which can be demonstrated by the following.


	Fulfills the criteria for satisfactory citizenship as stated below:
	Does not meet outstanding or satisfactory citizenship criteria.  Suggestions for improvement are as follows:

	Frequent & Active Participation in Class

Assists Others

Demonstrates Modesty and Selflessness
	Arrives Prepared for Class

Polite & Uses Appropriate Language

Participates in Class
	Should be Awake & Alert in Class

Should be Polite & Courteous

· • Use Proper Language

· • Shows Respect Toward Peers/Teachers

Exhibits Conduct that promotes Positive Learning Environment


Citizenship grades are to be determined by a holistic perspective of the student rather than by a specific incident.

Academic Grades are not factored into Citizenship Grades
Respect:
Fitzgerald High School defines respect as the ability to show regard and consideration to oneself and others.  This definition includes, but is not limited to the following:
 
1.      Using appropriate language at all times.
2.      Handling possessions and property with care.
3.      Allowing and encouraging others to express their views appropriately. 
4.      Maintaining self control by exhibiting appropriate social behaviors.
 
Attendance Policy

Please review the attendance policy in your school agenda.

Plagiarism Policy

Please review the plagiarism policy in your school agenda. 

Classroom rules 

· Be on time

· Be prepared to learn

· Respect people, property, and the learning environment

· AS STATED EARLIER, IF THESE RULES ARE NOT FOLLOWED THERE WILL BE A MEETING AND WEEKLY BEHAVIOR POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED. 

How to reach the teacher

· Email: jefkmi@myfitz.net 
· Website: www.Kmiec.weebly.com 
· Phone: 586.757.7070 ext. 1217
Fitzgerald Public Schools

Biology

After reviewing the Course Policies and procedures (Biology), please sign this paper to verify that you have read and understand them.  If you have any questions or comments, about these policies at any time during the trimester, please feel free to contact me at 757-7070.  You may also reach me anytime via e-mail at jefkmi@fps.fitz.k12.mi.us.  I am looking forward to working with you and your student this semester.

Sincerely,

Mr. Kmiec,   Fitzgerald High School

_____________________________________________

Student Name   (Print)

______________________________________________

Student Signature

______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature   
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