Fitzgerald Public Schools 
Environmental Studies

Mr. Kmiec  (586) 757-7070
Course Policies and Procedures

1.
You will need to keep a notebook in class.  All classroom lecture notes and many classroom activities and lab information will need to be organized in order to fulfill the requirements of this class.  A well-organized notebook will benefit your studies.  

2.
Movies and video clips are an important part of this course.  Notes should be taken when ever possible.

3.
Your academic grade in this course will be determined by a combination of daily points, quizzes, and unit test scores.  Each class session will be given a point value.  Your goal will be to obtain the highest point total that you can for the term.  Your grade will be calculated by determining what percentage of the total points you have earned and then applying that percentage to the scale shown in your agenda.

GRADING SCALE

Course Grading Breakdown:

10%          Daily work/Homework/Participation, etc. 
70%          Assessments
20%          Final Exam/Assessment

Daily points will be determined by a combination of factors.  
Examples include the 
following:




Being properly prepared with notebook, pencil or pen




Being able to follow directions




Being able to work independently or in groups




Class participation




Good lab techniques




Ability to stay on task




Completion of daily tasks




Pride in work




Consideration for teacher and fellow students



Strong environmental ethics
Any student falling below 70% will have a progress notice sent home.  This letter will explain what the grade is and why.

Environmental Studies is a course based on environmental concerns as well as the impact these decisions have on our society, student assessment (tests) will be based on multiple choice and essays which detail the student’s understanding of the issues and what steps society will need to implement in order to protect our future.

Due to the fact that all work is completed during class time, it is imperative that students remain on task and complete all projects and assignments.  Any student who has not completed all projects and assignments without the approval of the instructor will automatically receive an “F” for a class grade. The instructor will assign any student who is receiving an “F” grade additional research projects in order to compensate for the loss of credit.

4.
Field trips are a required part of the curriculum of this class.  All students are

expected to participate in these activities in order to receive credit for this course.  If a student feels it is necessary to miss a field trip, prior permission must be obtained from the teacher. (Currently funding for field trips no longer exists, I will be working on alternate ways to acquire money to keep these trips)  
5.
Many activities in this class will need to be conducted in an outdoor setting.  Students will be notified in advance and must be prepared and dressed appropriately in order to spend time participating in outdoor labs and activities.  Failure to participate in such activities will have to be made up with an additional research project. 


6.
Attendance policies for this course will be the same as those outlined for all courses in the student handbook

7.
In the event that you are absent (excused or unexcused), it is your responsibility to find out what assignments you have missed and make the necessary arrangements to complete them on the first day of your return.  Due to the fact that this class is strongly based on hands on activities, it is not always possible for students to make up missing work.  In order for all students to have the opportunity to remain in high academic standings and receive credit in this class, students will be given additional research work to compensate for excessive absences.  Students experiencing prolonged absences must contact the instructor in order to arrange a make-up schedule.

8.
Citizenship marks will be based on daily classroom behavior:


O = doing above and beyond the expected behavior


S = meeting classroom behavior outlined on page 1 of student handbook


N = needs frequent reminders of the expected behavior

Respect:
Fitzgerald High School defines respect as the ability to show regard and consideration to oneself and others.  This definition includes, but is not limited to the following:

 

1.      Using appropriate language at all times.

2.      Handling possessions and property with care.

3.      Allowing and encouraging others to express their views appropriately. 

4.      Maintaining self control by exhibiting appropriate social behaviors.
9.
Plagiarism policy


Please refer to student agenda.

10.
Discipline/Behavior policy


Please refer to student agenda

11.
Class will begin at the sound of the bell.  Persons entering the room after the bell will be considered tardy.  The tardy policy will be the Seven Step Program used through out the high school.

12.
Seating charts will be used the entire semester and attendance will be taken from them.  Any student not in their assigned seat will be considered tardy.

Environmental Science Curriculum

 I. 
Course Title:  Environmental Science

II.
Course Description: This course is a class in which students will explore the basic concepts of environmental science and apply them in a number of different field studies in the surrounding community.   Human impact studies will demonstrate to students how their choices and actions affect the environment.  

Unit I:
Resource depletion



What are natural resources?



Renewable vs. nonrenewable



Predictions for the future

Unit II:
Watersheds



Stream water quality



Chemical testing



Limnology

Unit III:
Wetlands



Aquatic Insects



Sequential Comparison Index for water quality

Unit IV:
Forestry Practices



Trees as a Renewable Resource



Modern Forest Management



Timber cruising

Unit V

Map and compass



Use of compass












GPS units

Unit VI:
Landfills



Landfill sites



Solid waste



Hazardous waste



Recycling

Unit VII:
Human Population



Growth and changing needs



Challenges to overpopulation

GREAT EXPECTATIONS

1. QUIETLY get ready for class to begin while attendance is being taken and other routine tasks are being performed.  You are expected to be in your assigned seat and on task at this time.

2. Be prepared with paper, pencil or pen, and notebook for each class period.  Textbooks will be stored in the classroom; additional textbooks are available in the library for make-up work.

3. Be attentive, listen to, and follow directions that are given at the beginning of class.

4. Be able to work independently or with your lab partner.

5. Sit in your assigned seat or lab station.

6. Maintain the appearance of the room and equipment.

7. Report any damage immediately.

8. Work seriously during lab periods.  Although quiet conversation with fellow students is acceptable, lab periods are not to be used as social hours.

9. Remain in the room until the bell sounds.  You may NOT line up at the door prior to the bell.

10. Be fair and honest with your fellow students, with the instructor, an above all, WITH YOURSELF at all times

Homework Policy: 

1.      Homework assignments are due on the date specified by the teacher.

2.      Students are expected to utilize time management techniques in conjunction with the student agenda to create an individual plan for achieving academic success.

3.      Students should be aware of deadlines and work continuously to accomplish them in managing the homework demands of a high school student.

4.      Students should take advantage of the after school ASSIST Tutoring Program to further support them selves in managing the demands of high school.  

Late Homework:
1.      Daily assignments will be accepted one day late for a reduction in points by 50%.  After the one day grace period, assignments are no longer accepted for any amount of credit.

2.      Major classroom projects, determined by the teacher, will be accepted up to three day’s after the due date for one whole grade reduction for each day it is late.

Fitzgerald Public Schools

Environmental  Science
After reviewing the Course Policies and procedures (Environmental Science), please sign this paper to verify that you have read and understand them.  If you have any questions or comments, about these policies at any time during the semester, please feel free to contact me at 757-7070.  You may also reach me anytime via e-mail at jefkmi@fps.fitz.k12.mi.us .  I am looking forward to working with you and your student this semester.

Sincerely,

Mr. Kmiec,   Fitzgerald High School

_____________________________________________

Student Name   (Print)

______________________________________________

Student Signature

______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature   

